[Epidermoid cysts of the testis: conservative treatment?].
The epidermoid cyst of the testis is a monolayer teratoma with no malignant character, when pure. Therefore, its recognition on the basis of macroscopic and freeze histologic grounds should allow a conservative surgical removal, with saving of the testis. Out of the more or less 150 reported cases, about 85% have been treated by orchiectomy, about 15% by either enucleation or partial orchiectomy. In no case except one, a more thorough histologic examination of the removed cyst, malignant structures have been observed. In no case, with a follow-up from a few months to more than 15 years, a recurrence occurred. Two cases are presented and discussed, in which a conservative choice was made and clinical follow-up carried out.